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the house, being about thirty feet in length, and
of proportionate width. What other kitchen in
the world is more hallowed by associations that
touch the universal heart? Its first suggestion to
the imagination is the deep content and peace
of a happy, united family, gathered of a winter
evening around their blazing hearth-fire, while a
storm rages without. The great fireplace is of
itself almost as wide as the average kitchen of the
present day. The chimney is broad enough at its
base to allow a space of about eight feet between
the jambs. The oven is at the back of the fire-
place on the right side, and if there were a large
fire upon the hearth, it would be difficult to man-
age the baking, as one must step into the fire-
place to reach it. The old crane, swinging on its
stout hinges at the left, and the ancient trammels
and hooks remain, curious reminders of the clumsy
methods of cooking in olden times. "When Mr.
Whittier last visited the place, the hearth was
worn and broken, and the Turk's head andirons
were gone. But a fire was readily kindled, and
" the great throat of the chimney " made to laugh
again, with its roaring draught, while in the gleam
of the crackling flames

" the old, rucle-furnisliecl room
Burst, flower-like, into rosy bloom."

On the opposite side of the kitchen is a cupboard,
at which the tramp mentioned by Whittier in his
" Yankee Gypsies," prospecting for brandy, filled
his mouth with whale oil, and spluttered inartic-
ulate imprecations. A little bedroom, that was